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        Gaza: MSF witnesses heavy fighting around Al-Shifa Hospital
		
	Published: Mar 18, 2024Updated: Mar 18, 2024 	

		
									


	
		
As Israeli Forces announced on March 18 that they were conducting a military operation inside and around Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City, northern Gaza, Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) staff sheltering close by said heavy fighting was taking place.




One of our staff members said he heard drones, tanks and shelling near the hospital in the early hours of March 18 and witnessed a fire rising from Al-Shifa’s main building. He also said there were clashes around the MSF clinic and office in Gaza City, where some members of our staff and their families are still sheltering.




We are extremely concerned for the safety of the patients and medical staff trapped in the hospital compound, as well as for the safety of our colleagues and their families currently sheltering in the MSF clinic and office.  We call on all warring parties to respect the grounds and perimeter of the hospital and ensure the safety of medical personnel, patients and civilians.




According to our staff, Israeli Forces conducted mass arrests in the area surrounding Al-Shifa and we have lost contact with one of our staff members. Israeli Forces also issued an evacuation order to civilians to leave along Gaza’s coastal road toward al-Mawasi in southern Gaza, despite a new offensive having been announced to take place in the southern part of the enclave.
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                                 Gaza: Attacks on humanitarian workers amid relentless bombardment make vital assistance near impossible 
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                                 Gaza: MSF calls for the protection and safe evacuation of patients from Nasser hospital 
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                                 In war-torn Gaza, displaced people forced to evacuate Nasser hospital have nowhere to go 
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                                 Gaza: “Staff at Al-Shifa are struggling to care for patients because the needs are huge” 
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                                                                                                                                                Published   Jan 29, 2024

                                

                                readmore


                            

                        
   
                       
                
 
         
                 
                    
                        
                            
                                [image: ]
                            

                            
                                 Gaza: With Nasser hospital out of commission, people in southern Gaza run out of healthcare options 
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                                 Evacuation orders and heavy bombing around Gaza’s hospitals leaves few healthcare options for civilians 
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                                 Palestinians in Hebron, West Bank, live in constant fear as violence surges 
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                                 No safe place in Gaza as people are being crushed by intense, continuous bombing 

                                
                                                                                                                                                Published   Dec 19, 2023

                                

                                readmore


                            

                        
   
                       
                
 
         
                 
                    
                        
                            
                                [image: ]
                            

                            
                                 Jenin: Staggering increase in Israeli attacks against civilians and healthcare 
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                                 Gaza: Israeli forces issue evacuation orders as fighting resumes 
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                                 MSF doctors killed in strike on Al Awda hospital in Northern Gaza 
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                                 Gaza: MSF clinic in Gaza city came under fire 
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                                 Gaza: Trapped by days of unrelenting fighting, thousands of civilians are at risk of dying, including over a hundred MSF staff and their families 
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                                 Gaza: Patients and medical staff trapped in hospitals under fire 
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                                 Israeli forces and settlers ramp up violence against Palestinians in West Bank 
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                                                                                                                                                Published   Nov 7, 2023

                                

                                readmore


                            

                        
   
                       
                
 
         
                 
                    
                        
                            
                                [image: ]
                            

                            
                                 Gazans displaced in West Bank long to return home  
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                                 MSF’s response in Gaza amidst challenging conditions 
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                                 Gaza crisis: MSF calls for immediate ceasefire to protect civilians, lifting of siege to allow humanitarian supplies 
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                                 Ensuring regular aid delivery to Gaza is vital 
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                                 Gaza: "There is no safe place in Gaza" 
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                                 Gaza: “The wounded are in danger of dying in the next few hours” 
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                                 Gaza: "The situation is catastrophic" 
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